SCHOOL NEWS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (9/2011)

   _________________________, counselor(s) with the _______________________________ School District, joined more than _____ area school counselors and guidance coordinators attending a one-day School Counselor Workshop at _________________________________________ on ______________________.

   Counselors attending the day-long program received updates on programs from the SD Labor Market Information Center, the SD Board of Regents, the SD Department of Education, financial aid officers and the US Department of Defense career testing.  They also heard a panel of postsecondary representatives discuss the changing college admissions prosess.
   Counselors were also told that in a survey last spring of 6,075 high school juniors from 140 high schools around the state, counselors ranked in the top three most important factors in helping students with their post-high school planning, right behind parents and friends, and just ahead of the internet.  In addition, 64% of the students indicated they wished further assistance with college planning as they complete their high school education. The survey was conducted by the South Dakota Council of the Dakota Association for College Admission Counseling.

   “This survey indicates the important role that qualified counselors play in a student’s transition to postsecondary education,” noted Tom Cool, Executive Director of the Council.  He added, “This is especially troubling when we see counselor positions throughout the state being eliminated or cut back due to lack of adequate state funding.”
   Among the publications provided counselors was the Educational Opportunities in South Dakota planning guide, which features information about South Dakota public and private universities, colleges, technical institutes and proprietary schools,.  More than 28,000 of the guides are being provided statewide for high school juniors and seniors, as well as career learning centers.  They are available through the counselor’s offices and career centers.

   The workshop was one of six in the state sponsored this fall by the Dakota ACAC’s SD Council in cooperation with the South Dakota School Counselor Association and various state and national organizations.
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