
The Condition of Education 2009 
Enrollment in America's elementary and secondary schools continues to rise to all-time highs, and our 
younger learners continue to show gains in educational achievement over time. The overall achievement 
levels of secondary school students have not risen over time, but we do see some increases in the percentage 
of students entering college after high school and earning a postsecondary credential, according to The 
Condition of Education 2009 report released by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). The 
Condition of Education is a congressionally mandated report that provides an annual portrait of education in 
the United States. Among the report’s other findings: 

• Public elementary and secondary enrollment is projected to increase to 54 million in 2018. Over the 
period of 2006 to 2018, the South is projected to experience the largest increase (18 percent) in the 
number of students enrolled. 

• Between 1972 and 2007, the percentage of public school students who were White decreased from 
78 to 56 percent. This decrease largely reflects the growth in the number of students who were 
Hispanic; particularly in the West.  

• The average reading and mathematics scores on the long-term trend National Assessment of 
Educational Progress were higher in 2008 than in the early 1970s for 9- and 13-year-olds; scores for 
17-year-olds were not measurably different over the same period.  

• In 2005-06, about three-quarters of the 2002-03 freshman class graduated from high school with a 
regular diploma.  

• The rate of college enrollment immediately after high school completion increased from 49 percent 
in 1972 to 67 percent by 1997, but has since fluctuated between 62 and 69 percent.  

• About 58 percent of first-time students seeking a bachelor's degree or its equivalent and attending a 
4-year institution full time in 2000-01 completed a bachelor's degree or its equivalent at that 
institution within 6 years.  

• The percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who had completed a bachelor's degree or higher increased 
from 17 to 29 percent between 1971 and 2000 and was 31 percent in 2008.  

• Women accounted for 57 percent of the bachelor's degrees and 62 percent of all associate's degrees 
awarded in the 2006-07 academic year.  
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